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Our Horsemanship Program 2005

Last year was ayear of much pro-
gress for Spring Willow Farm. The
facility under went many transfor-
mations. Like the larger outside
arena, expanded trails out back,
new paint and roofsto the barnsto
name afew projects. Just lately a
new run-in shed was completed.
Although we didn't get to afew of
the planned projects it was a very

productive year.

We are looking forward to this year.

Now that our arenais large enough
we can offer open competitions
here. We have scheduled many for
thisyear. Almost one every month.
Also the new shed has freed up

some limited stall space for students

interested in acquiring their own

horses. These are more services we

can now offer our students.

A few things you will find different

when you return. Probably the big-
gest thing is Riley has moved on to

anew home.

In the last few monthsit be-
came more and more apparent
to usthat Riley needed this
change. We have had the
pleasure of leasing Riley from
his owner to use as a school
horse for the last three years. |
think we can all agree he has
been wonderful to work with
however we felt it would be
best for him if he could have a
less active lifestyle. He moved
shortly after the holiday break
started and is doing grest in
his new home. Tofill in, we
have anew horse. Hisnameis
Micro Chip aka“Mickey”. He
isavery cute 14.1 hand, 7
year old haflinger gelding. He
isowned by Adri’'sMom. She
graciously sent him over for
usto use. I'm sure he will
develop hisown fan club

among the riders soon.

We are continuing the SWF
student council this season.
The council holds meetings
every first Saturday of the
month here at the farm. Al
registered students are wel-
cometo attend all meetings.
The council plans to organize
severa extraactivities for the
students after each business
meeting. The council is cur-
rently putting together a calen-
dar with pictures of the school
horses. | will have al the SWF
activities already printed on it
for the students convenience.
Y ou can buy yours when you
resume your lessons. All pro-
ceeds from these calendars will
go to future student council
projects. Read more about
them and other eventsin the
new SWF student council col-

umn in this newsletter.

Continued on page 2

2004 Holiday Gathering

The 2004 SWF holiday gath-
ering for all the students, took
place at the Congregation of
Mendon/Uxbridge Unitarian
church on Maple street in Men-
don center on Saturday Decem-
ber eighteenth. About sixty
studentsattended.

The party started with afew
activitieswhile we waited for
all to arrive. Coloring pictures,

barn bingo. New thisyear was
the karaoke singing which was
alot of fun!

Y ummy food donationswere
enjoyed by all and awards
were handed out. Then finally
everyonetook partinthe Yan-
kee Swap. Lots of calendars
and stuffed horsesthisyear.

A specia Thank Youto all
that contributed to the barn

; Members of the SWF student council singing;
gift! Shannon Mc Keon, Stephanie Glynn , Pamela
Swanson Kevin Hadfield & Kelley Marathas

school horse word search and

Inside this issue: Winter Lectures Series

Gallopin® Greetings

Lesson Length changes & Winter riding suggestions 2 More details on the barn bulletin board
Barn Bulletin Board 2
January February
Barn Updates/News... 2 15th Buying a 12th Horse show
Quarterly scheduling and Rate adjustments for 2005 3 Horse/Then What? volunteer eti quette
Student council column 3 mumerstandl ng the &h Horse first-sid
horse
SWF Hosts a Mock Open Horsemanship Meet in March 3 .
29th Colors & Breeds ~ 26th Equestrian
Schedule of Events for 2005 4 exercise & yoga




& 7, Y

Lesson Length Changes & Winter Riding Suggestions

Winter riding creates cer-
tain challenges. First and
foremost we need to stay
warm. Both during thetime in the barn
aislewith the horse and also when riding.
Here are our suggestions for staying com-
fortablefor riding in the winter.
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First, we are trying anew shortened groom-
ing and tacking time during thefirst quarter
of thisriding season. Thisisin effort to
keep riders from becoming too chilly. We
feel we can do this because our horses wear
blankets and have clipped coats. Thiswill
only work if students are punctual so we
are counting on your co-operation for this
to work. The new schedule will be 15 min-
utes before and after each lesson instead of
30 minutes. For example; a 3:30 group
lessonswill befinished at 5:00 instead of
5:30for thisquarter of our schedule.

Barn Updates/News...

Asfor clothing ,we have found layering
clothing works best, because as most riders
know when we become active during our
rideswe heat up. Peeling off the outer
layer works well to keep comfortable. So
wearing one heavy jacketisn't what we
would recommend. Instead wearing atur-
tleneck, asweatshirt or sweater with some
kind of polar fleece pullover or vest, then a
lighter jacket is best. Our Farm jackets
work well aslong as you have sufficient
layering underneath. Instructor’ s still need
to see the form of the riders sobulky long
jackets that come down below the students
hips don’'t work well. Riders may wear
heavier jackets while handling the horse
before and after they ride, aslong asthey
remove them before they ride.

We do recommend investing in winter
riding boots and gloves. The feet and

hands seem to feel the cold the most so
these make it much easier to stay warm.
Inexpensive stretchy fleece gloveswith the
rubber dots work fine for the winter. Some
snow bootswork too but please bring them
infirst so we can approve them. Boots
must fit in the stirrups safely.

Fleeceriding pants are great and we highly
recommend them! Wearing sweats over
your breeches works okay too. Riders
should always wear tight leggings or
breeches as their bottom layer so their legs
don’t become chaffed.

For your head, fleece helmet coversare
nice to have. Sometimes a headband fits

under the helmet over theriders earstoo.

Finally, the tackroom will be heated all
winter so everyoneiswelcome to warm up
in there.
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10/16/04 Tag sdle: the new
student council wasin charge of
running thetag sale. All the prof-
its from the swf commissions
from the sales went to the student
council for future activities.

10/30/04 Halloween Party: every
year the party gets bigger and
better, thanks to everyone who

helps put it together.

10/31/04 2nd Open Field Day
Competition: this event went well
in spite of several ridersthat
parted company with their horses.
None of our SWF riders.

11/6-7/04 SWE fall student show:
we had a beautiful weekend with

1/8/05: Student Council

(N
Barn Bulletin Board

1/3/05: Lessons resume for 2005 season

meeting 3:00pm to

only one mishap of horsekicking.

Therest was great!

12/11/04:New horsefor sale
Beau arrived at SWF

12/18/04 SWF holiday Gather-
ing: Enjoyed by about sixty stu-
dentsthat attended.

12/21/04: Riley moved to hisnew
retirement home.

12/21/05: Mickey our new school
horse arrives.

Horse For Sale: $6500 or b/o
7 yr old 16.1 hand reg. QH Pal gld.
Call the farm for more info

4:30pm all reg. students welcome to attend. After
meeting activity snowman contest (weather per-
mitting)

1/15-22-29/05: Saturday afternoon winter lecture
series. all Parent/students welcome to attend.

2/5/05: Student Council meeting 3:00pm to
4:30After meeting activity, TBA

2/12-19-26/05:Saturday afternoon winter lecture
series. all parents/ students welcome to attend.

2/22-25/05: school vacation Horseplay Days

3/5/05: Student Council meeting 3:00pm to
4:30After meeting activity, unmounted horseshow.

3/13/05: AAPH Open Horsemanship Mock Meet,
look for details on flyers in barn aisle.

Our Horsemanship Program 2005 continued...

project by purchasing one.
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We recommend all students support this

Our winter lecture series begins on January
15th. They will take place on six Saturday
afternoonsin January and February. The
dates are listed above in the Barn Bulletin
Board section. Look for the sign-up sheet
with the topics and times posted on the board

in the barn aisle when you return.

Make sure to read all about our new quar-
terly scheduling and rates, in the article enti-

tled “ Scheduling Adjustments & Rate
Changes for 2005”. We are hoping this will
make scheduling less confusing for every-

one' sbusy schedule.

Finally we are looking forward to a great
2005 season with all our students and
horses.

*There has been several changesto the
winter schedule so your not sure about your
lesson time please give usacall.

GALLOPIN’' GREETINGS




IMPORTANT PLEASE READ!!
Quarterly Lesson Scheduling & Rate Adjustments for 2005

In hopesto run our program more effi-
ciently, we have searched for a better way
of scheduling our lessons. L ast season a
great deal of time was exerted on weekly
scheduling and rescheduling, this made
usdecideto set the scheduleupona
quarterly basisfor 2005. We fedl thishas
become necessary so we can concentrate
more on the quality instruction we enjoy
providing to our students.

Quiarterly scheduling will allow a student
to lock in alesson timefor atwelve week
period. If astudent has accepted a space
in aweekly or bi-weekly lesson (group,
semi or private) that timewill stay the
samefor that quarter. Payments must be
made according to the scheduled lessons
for that time frame. Paymentswill need
to bereceived by SWF during the first
week of each month. Payments may also
be made quarterly if the student prefers.
Single weekly payments are no longer
alowed for regularly scheduled lessons.

In effortsto keep our rates down this season,
with therising costs of taking care of our
horses, we are adjusting the use of our 10%
discount service. The discount isnow only
available when making your lesson payment
on aquarterly basis or on the monthly basis
if more than one family member is registered
into the program and attends regularly sched-
uled lessons. Otherwise our regular rates
applies each month ($30 for groups, $35 for
semi and $40 for private, per lesson). Annual
registration feeswill remain the same ($25
per student or $40 per family).

When ascheduled lesson is missed;

Make ups for missed lessons are only
offered if spaceisavailable.

Itisalso the responsibility of the student
to dothere-scheduling.

Wewill review the schedule each quarter for
changes otherwise the time for |essons dur-
ing that quarter must remain set.

Quarterly scheduling will be asfollows;
1/3/05 to 3/31/05,

4/1/05 to 6/30/05,
7/2/05 to 9/30/05,

10/1/05 to 12/21/05.

Exact amount for lesson payment will be deter-
mined by the day of the week student attends.

For the clientsthat prepaid for their January
lessonsin December, we will offer agrace
period of thisnew policy for January. The
new policy with full rateswill begin for
them in February or they may still opt to
pay for therest of thefirst quarter to re-
ceivethe discounted rate. For all other stu-
dentsthis new policy will take effect in
January when lessons resume.

If you have any questions about this policy
or scheduling please call thefarm or talk to

your instructor at the first lesson.

SWF Hosts a Mock Open schooling Horsemanship Meet in March

On March 13th we are hosting aMock Open
schooling Horsemanship Meet. This events
purposeisto create awareness for the Horse-
manship Meets AAPH (American Association
for the Progression of Horsemanship) is devel-
oping. ThisMeet is open to the public and free
of charge. All students are welcome.

This events purpose is to
create awareness for the

New Open Schooling

This event will be very interactive for all who
participate. Some people will take therole as
exhibitor, some as evaluators and still othersas
scores. Our hopesin doing thisevent isto let
more horsepeopletry this new format of com-

Horsemanship Meets being
offered by AAPH

SWF Student Council Column

peting with their horses. So they will come back
and compete at the actual Open schooling Horse-
manship Meet we have scheduled to take place

here on May 14th & 15th thisyear.

The Meet will operate very similar to the Meet we
held last July but with alot more guessesinvolved.
Thereare many activitiesthat will need to be
helped along so we would appreciate any students
that would volunteer to help. Ask your instructor
or look for more information about this event

posted onthe board inthemain aisle.

Hello Everyone,

We hope everyone had agreat vacation and en-
joyed the holiday spirit. The student council is
coming along and we are piecing together some
ideas for everybody to enjoy. When lessons re-
start for the New Y ear, school horse calendars
will be available to purchase. It should be afun
way for everybody to keep track of events
throughout the year and give the opportunity to
have a picture of your favorite school horse on
your wall! On January the 8th the monthly Stu-
dent council meeting will take place. If the
weather keeps up, we will have some fun playing
in the snow and having a snowman contest after

the meeting. We would love for you to come and
bring your ideas! On March 5th, the annual un-
mounted horse show will take place, whichisa
fun day in which you can run around and play
fun games with your friends. Entry forms and
more information will be in sometime during the
month of February, we hope you can attend this
fun event. We hope that this year can befilled
with excitement and fun activities that you will
enjoy!

From the SWF student council officers.

Lead line Corner

Adri says, “Have a great winter
and I'll see you in April.”

I you like feel free to signup
for the Winter Lectures. ?
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Scheduled of SWF

Events in 2005

More events may be added to the
SWEF schedule. Check the bulletin
board each visit for updates.

Januar

8th Student Council meeting
3:00t04:30

15th22nd & 29th Winter Lec-
ture series (times & subjects
TBA)

May

Eebruary
5th Student Council meeting
3:00t04:30

12th 19th & 26th Winter Lec-
ture series (times & subjects

TBA)

22nd—25th School Vacation
Horseplay Days
March

June

5th Student Council meeting
3:00t0 4:30 /Unmounted Horse -
Show (after SCM)

13th Mock Open Schooling
Horsemanship Meet

April

2nd Student Council meeting 3:00 to
4:30

17th SWF open 2-phase

19th-22nd School Vacation Horse-
play Days

7th Student Council meeting 3:00 to
4:30

14th —15th AAPH Open Schooling
Horsemanship Meet

21st Tag Sale 9:00 to 2:00 /Turnout
Seminar (time TBA)

22nd Open Field Day Competition

4th Student Council meeting 3:00 to
4:30

11th -12th Spring Student Show
26th Open Field Day Competition

27th-7/1 Summer Horsemanship
program

July

2nd Student Council meeting 3:00
t04:30

18th-22nd Summer Horsemanship
Program

24th Open Field Day Competition

7/31-8/8/05 No lessons
Closed for Summer Break

Auqust

13th Student Council Meeting 3:00
t04:30

15th-19th Summer Horsemanship
Program

28th Open Field Day Competition
September

3rd Student Council Meeting 3:00
t04:30

11th SWF 2-Phase

25th Open Field Day Competition

October

1st Student Council meeting
3:00t04:30

16thOpen Field Day Competition

22nd Tag Sale 9:00to0 2:00/
Turnout Seminar (time TBA)

November

5th Student Council meeting
3:00t04:30

5th-6th Fall Student Horse
Show

December

3rd Student Council meeting
3:00t04:30

17th Holiday Gathering

12/21/05- 1/4/06 No lessons
Closed for Holiday Break




